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Question 1. What are the best ways to balance a statutory entitlement to PSHE education with sufficient flexibility for individual schools?
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	Response:

For the welfare of the children, it is vital that they receive balanced educational material in the school environment. 

It might be helpful to define a core curriculum covering several areas such as alcohol, binge drinking, finance management, nutrition and exercise, safe versus risky sexual behaviour, communication skills, extending to intimate relationships, effects of drugs, both short and long-term, and the diversity in sexuality including homosexuality, transgender and transvestitism.

Once the core curriculum has been defined, each individual school or class within a school might choose to focus on one key area in more depth whilst ensuring that all core areas are adequately covered.



	


Question 2. What are the best ways to provide a statutory entitlement to PSHE education for all pupils regardless of physical or learning needs?
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	Response:

By employing experienced, non-judgmental teachers preferably leading small groups. 
The teachers must be able and willing to respond to individual questions in a way that the pupils can understand. 

Using a range of teaching materials including hands-on or IT tools, or discussions tailored to the abilities and needs of the pupils in the group.



	


Question 3. What types of flexibility would you like to see incorporated when building on the non-statutory frameworks/ programmes of study (KS 1&2/3&4) to create a new statutory entitlement to PSHE education? 
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	Response:

It is important that ‘flexibility’ does not become a byword for ‘avoidance’. In some schools, the topics of sexual health and homosexuality barely get a mention as they are effectively taboo. Children leaving those schools are then vulnerable when faced with situations for which they have had no preparation.

Teaching of each of the core areas could be expanded by a particular class or school once the essentials have been dealt with.


Question 4. What are the best ways of ensuring that parents, pupils and governing bodies are all fully involved in the drawing up of individual schools’ policy on delivery of sensitive topics within PSHE education?
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	Response:

Firstly, the parents and governing bodies should be made fully aware of what the core areas of study must be and must be left in no doubt that it is a statutory requirement for all core areas to be covered.
The schools could invite parents in to explain the statutory framework and work with them locally in its delivery.

Fostering a non-judgmental attitude will encourage as many parents as possible to participate. The converse to this is that some parents and governors might feel that they do not wish to cover certain key areas of the curriculum such as homosexuality. There is no reason why narrow-minded views such as these should be pandered to. There is a a parallel to the way in which 40 years ago some parents did not wish their children ‘exposed’ to children of a different race or colour. Such attitudes would now be considered offensive in our society and rightly so. Acknowledging peoples’ prejudices is one thing, but there is no reason to accede to them.


Question 5. What can be done to assist those working in and with schools of a religious character to develop supplementary resources to support PSHE delivery within a faith context? 
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	Response:

Children in schools of a religious character run the risk of missing out on important aspects of their education thus endangering their health. For example, in a catholic school, failure to discuss the use of condoms as an effective prevention for HIV infection when entering a new sexual relationship would leave those pupils vulnerable to catching HIV. Explicit discussion about the importance of loving relationships and also about safety in casual relationships is vital. 
Whilst the parents, teachers and governors of religiously-affiliated schools might wish that the pupils would only enter monogamous, heterosexual relationships, it is clear that pupils in religious schools are similarly diverse in their sexuality as their counterparts in community schools. Whatever the particular views of their parents or the school governing body it is vital that children are protected from imposed ignorance.

In this context, specific resources could be developed in order to help the schools deliver adequate core information in a non-judgmental supportive environment. Children have the right not to be discriminated against in their sexuality and legal life-choices. If it is made clear to the schools at the outset that they must adhere to a core curriculum then it is easier to help them manage that task. It is important to take into account the views of people in society both with and without religion for religious schools now dominate certain rural areas leaving parents with little real choice to send their children to a community school.


Question 6. What support and guidance could be developed for school governing bodies to enable them to draw up appropriate policies for the teaching of sensitive topics within PSHE education? 
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	Response:

Including a template for the schools that they might wish to follow. For example, 

clear information and guidance on several of the key areas. For example, the risks of alcohol binge drinking, the risks of drug taking, of smoking, of unprotected sex.

Information on how best they might involved the local community and also how best they might include parents with unconventional lifestyles to incorporate their views into the decision-making process.




Question 7. How can the rights of parents to withdraw their children from parts of sex and relationships education be balanced with the rights of young people to have access to PSHE provision that meets their needs? 
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	Response:

Parents’ rights must not extinguish the rights of children to be given adequate information to keep them safe in the environment in which they are growing up. In the UK, there is a diverse population with a fairly liberal approach to drinking, to drugs, to smoking, to sexuality. For parents to deny their children effective information to deal with the world in which they find themselves would be negligent. There is no need to push information at children who are not yet ready for it, but all areas of the core curriculum need to be covered in a sensitive manner. Denying them access to PSHE in these circumstances is akin to avoiding the topics of evolutionary biology or English literature.
Handled sensitively, information on all key areas will educate and inform children. The children of parents who might choose to withdraw them from certain aspects of PHSE are particularly vulnerable, as they are less likely to receive the information from other sources.


Question 8.  Given the current demands of the curriculum, how can statutory PSHE education best be accommodated? 
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	Response:

Certain aspects of PSHE such as nutrition and physical activity, alcohol and tobacco could be included in school assemblies. As they have potential relevance to all pupils this could be considered an effective alternative to compulsory religious worship in schools which currently leaves some children disbarred from an important community assembly by virtue of prejudice in favour of some parents’ beliefs.
Other areas such as finance could be structured into mathematics or economics teaching for example. 

Physical exercise and nutrition might be dealt with during physical education. 

Religious Education could be broadened and renamed. Whilst it is important for children to have a good working knowledge of the various belief systems in the world and how they have affected the world, the way in which this is currently delivered often gives the impression to children that only one of those ways is the ‘correct’ one. Replacing RE with PHSE would be beneficial. Religion could then naturally be covered in history, and in a new philosophy class that wouldn’t presuppose a correct version of belief.


Question 9.  What scope is there for extra-curricular activity to contribute to PSHE education?
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	Response:

Once the core topics have been covered then extra time might be spent on other areas. For pupils who wanted to do some individual work on careers, or nutrition for example, there could be scope for offering this out of school hours. In doing so, it is vital that this does not detract from ensuring that all pupils, regardless of their parentage, receive the core PSHE curriculum.


Question 10. What are the major barriers to successful implementation of statutory PSHE education, and how might these be overcome?
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	Response:

Time: Structure some elements into existing curricular activities or projects as above. Consider replacing outmoded legal requirements, such as the injunction for a daily act of collective worship, with a more inclusive, educational activity such as PHSE. Remove RE from the curriculum and much time would be freed up to discuss matters of relevance to all pupils as they develop into adults.
Religious schools: Ensure that the core curriculum is well-defined so that all schools must cover the core topics of PSHE, whatever their religious orientation. 
Prejudice: Some teachers might be uncomfortable in dealing with issues with which they disagree. For example, homosexuality in a Christian school, alcohol in a muslim school. It should be made explicit that judgmental attitudes towards those with different legal lifestyles will not be tolerated in a school environment which should aim to offer a supportive yet challenging environment.


Question 11. Please state here any other suggestions for the most effective ways of making PSHE education statutory.
	[image: image12.png]



	Response:

Bear in mind that children do not and will not necessarily share the views of their parents when they are adults. 

The UK has the highest teenage pregnancy rate in Europe.

The UK has a serious problem with binge drinking

The UK has a large problem with Chlamydia and other STIs

The UK has an increasingly diverse population with differing needs.

Many children leave UK schools without being able to manage their own finances correctly.

The UK has increasing problems with obesity and a rising tide of diabetes.

Bearing these facts in mind, the case is compelling that PHSE education should be statutory for all children to help to educate them so that they can start to make informed choices about their future lifestyle. Not to do so, for whatever reason, would be to deliberately pull the blinkers over their eyes and would amount to negligence.

Schools of a religious nature are the most likely to object to a statutory framework of PSHE. The pupils in these schools deserve the same rights to a balanced education as all other pupils in our state school system. Without it, their lives are potentially endangered. When they are adults they might not share the views of their parents.



Thank you for taking time to respond to this review.
Completed responses should be sent to the address shown below by 5th December 2008. 

Send by post to:    PSHE Review Secretariat
                              Department for Children Schools and Families
                              2nd Floor
                              Sanctuary Buidlings
                              Great Smith Street
                              London SW1P 3BT 

Send by e-mail to: PSHE.Review@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

