On 12th  August 2010 the following email was sent to the Assistant Director of Standards at the GMC, Jane O’Brien, by way of follow up to the extensive letter sent in March 2010 which was rebuffed by the GMC.
Dear Jane,

 

In the six months since we met in January, over ten thousand British babies and boys have had non-therapeutic surgery on their penises. 

 

Perhaps their parents felt it was their right to excise their sons' foreskins? The boys were neither protected by the law nor by the GMC. In many cases the child's doctor was complicit in ignoring the fundamental right of the little boys to be protected from harm.

 

Over ten thousand boys and men will never experience tactile or erogenous sensation in their own foreskins; their glans penises will be exposed to urine and faeces in the nappy and will develop a keratinised 'shell' leaving them less sensitive as adults. These boys will never have the chance to make their own decision about their own penises. Many of these boys will be additionally permanently disfigured and scarred. Most will never be confident enough to discuss this with anyone else and a significant number of them will have no idea what their body would have looked and felt like had their parents not done this to them when they were powerless to resist. There are regular cases reported in the media of serious harm. For example, reported in a local paper only a few days ago: 

http://tinyurl.com/Circumcision-doc-botched-ops 

 

You will know by now that when I received your reply in April indicating your refusal to take any direct urgent action, I decided to ask the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence (CHRE) to use its own statutory powers to investigate whether or not the GMC is failing in its statutory duty to protect children. The CHRE has been considering the matter for just shy of three months.

 

You will be aware of the position of the Dutch Medical Alliance in May 2010 stating that male circumcision for non-therapeutic reasons violates boys' human rights. Below is a link to the article as published in the BMJ.

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/340/jun07_2/c2987  

 

I am writing to you as you told me that you are the 'guardian' of GMC guidance. If you feel I should be writing to someone else within the GMC please let me know and I would appreciate your forwarding all correspondence for their consideration. Once again I ask you and your colleagues to take the urgent action necessary to protect young people from harm, whatever their gender. 

 

The Dutch have shown the medical and ethical leadership I asked the GMC to take six months ago; they have produced a template for others to follow. Please take similar action. 

 

Hundreds of boys are being harmed on a daily basis. Turning a blind eye to personal harm, for whatever reason, religious or otherwise, is a failure of child protection and one that eventually reflects poorly on those who were given the evidence of the harm, the tools and the moral and legal authority to stop it yet failed to do so. More than this it leaves people harmed who could have been protected from harm. 

 

Please don't wait another six months for another ten thousand boys to have their normal penises surgically interfered with, diminished and harmed. The GMC has the moral authority to take action today. Please do so.

 

Sincerely,

 

Antony

 

Dr Antony Lempert
Co-ordinator
Secular Medical Forum
25 Red Lion Square
London WC1R 4RL
http://www.secularmedicalforum.org.uk
